
Global Environment Facility (GEF) 

Established in 1991, the Global Environment Facility (GEF) (www.thegef.org ) is a 

financial mechanism that provides grant funds to developing countries for projects and 

activities that aim to protect the global environment. GEF resources are available for projects 

and other activities that address the six designated focal areas of biodiversity, climate change, 

international waters, ozone depletion, land degradation, primarily desertification, 

deforestation and persistent organic pollutants.  

GEF is a global partnership among 183 countries, international institutions, civil society 

organizations (NGOs), and the private sector to address global environmental issues while 

supporting national sustainable development initiatives. The GEF is also the designated 

financial mechanism for a number of multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) or 

conventions; as such the GEF assists countries in meeting their obligations under the 

conventions that they have signed and ratified. The GEF is also associated with many global 

and regional MEAs that deal with international waters or trans-boundary water systems.  

As a funding mechanism it helps developing nations cover the 'incremental costs' of projects 

that produce global environmental benefits. Countries can obtain GEF funds if they are 

eligible to borrow from the World Bank (IBRD and/or IDA) or receive technical assistance 

grants from UNDP through a country programme.  

Responsibility for implementing GEF activities is shared by the United Nations Development 

Program (UNDP), the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), and the World Bank 

and 7 Executing Agencies i.e. 4 major regional development banks (African Development 

Bank, Asian Development Bank, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development and 

inter-American Development Bank) and 3 specialized agencies (IFAD, FAO and UNIDO).  

As part of restructuring, the GEF was entrusted to become the financial mechanism for both 

the UN Convention on Biological Diversity and the UN Framework Convention on Climate 

Change. In partnership with Montreal Protocol of the Vienna Convention on Ozone Layer 

Depleting Substances, the GEF started funding projects that enable the Russian Federation 

and nations in Eastern Europe and Central Asia to phase out their use of ozone-destroying 

chemicals. The GEF subsequently was also selected to serve as financial mechanism for two 

more international conventions: The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants 

(2001) and the United National to Combat Desertification (2003). 

 


